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Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  : His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Bideford. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I wish  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1967. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Ojficer  of  Health. 


June,  1968. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

Area  in  Acres  4,068 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mid-Year  Estimate)  10,850 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1-4-1967)  £347,748 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (Year  1967/68)  £1,330 

General  Rate  in  the  £ for  Year  1967/68  11s.  lOd. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (as  at  1-4-67)  ....  3,429 

Number  of  Corporation  Houses  (as  at  31-12-67)  ....  695 

Density  of  Persons  per  House  3.16 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Births:  Area  Comparability  Factor  1.13 

Deaths  : Area  Comparability  Factor 0.77 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Live  Births 

Number  191 

Rate  per  1,000  population  17.6 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  adjusted  by  Comp. 

Factor  19.9 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  Total  Live 

Births  6.8 

Stillbirths 

Number  2 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ....  10 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  193 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births  Nil 

Legit.  Infant  Deaths  per  1 ,000  Legit.  Live  Births  Nil 

Illegit.  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegit.  Live 

Births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1,000  Total  Live  Births)  Nil 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births)  Nil 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths,  and  Deaths 
under  1 week  combined,  per  1,000  Total  Live 


and  Still  Births) 10 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion) 

Number  of  Deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ....  Nil 

Deaths  177 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  16.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  adjusted  by  Comp. 

Factor  12.5 


POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  TABLE  FOR  THE 
BOROUGH  SINCE  1950 


Year 

Population 

(Reg is t.  Gen.  Estimate) 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

1950 

10,270 

149 

152 

1951 

10,200 

167 

187 

1952 

10,170 

152 

143 

1953 

10,210 

146 

152 

1954 

10,300 

159 

148 

1955 

10,220 

136 

140 

1956 

10,200 

141 

168 

1957 

10,210 

174 

139 

1958 

10,340 

146 

138 

1959 

10,460 

156 

157 

1960 

10,510 

174 

156 

1961 

10,600 

146 

168 

1962 

10,820 

161 

138 

1963 

10,820 

176 

163 

1964 

10,820 

161 

168 

1965 

10,830 

163 

169 

1966 

10,830 

169 

157 

1967 

10,850 

191 

177 
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BIRTHS 

During  the  year  there  were  191  live  births,  which  was  22  more 
than  occurred  during  1966. 

Live  Births  Males 

Legitimate  84 

Illegitimate 4 

88 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  adjusted  by  Comp. 


Fact 19.9 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  17.2 

Still  Births 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  1 1 2 

Illegitimate - - 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ....  10 


Females 

Total 

94 

178 

9 

13 

103 

191 

DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Borough  residents  during  the 
year  was  177,  as  compared  with  157  in  1966. 

Males  Females  Total 
78  99  177 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  16.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  adjusted  by  Comp. 

Factor  12.5 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 11.2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  Causes  of  Death  : — 


Males 


Tuberculosis — Respiratory  — 

Tuberculosis — Other  — 

Meningococcal  Infections  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach  ....  3 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus  3 

„ „ Breast — 

„ „ Uterus — 

Other  MaUgnant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  5 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 1 

Diabetes 3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ....  10 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  17 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ....  — 

Other  Heart  Disease  6 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  6 

Pneumonia  5 

Bronchitis  8 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System....  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ....  1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  1 

Congenital  Malformations  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases. . . . 3 

All  other  Accidents  2 

Suicide  1 


Females 


3 
1 

4 
2 

10 

1 

5 

21 

12 

1 

17 

14 

3 


3 

1 

1 


78 


99 


Total 


1 

6 

4 

4 
2 

15 

2 

8 

31 

29 

1 

23 

20 

5 
11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 
3 
2 

177 


DEATHS  OCCURRED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  AGE-GROUPS 


Under  1 year 

....  - 

35-44  years 

....  1 

1-  4 years 

....  - 

45-54  years 

....  11 

5-14  years 

....  1 

55-64  years 

....  22 

15-24  years 

....  - 

65-74  years 

....  55 

25-34  years 

....  2 

Over  75  years  .... 

....  85 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 

There  were  no  deaths  occurring  in  infants  under  the  age  of 
four  weeks. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

No  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  deaths  occurred  of  women  in  childbirth. 


CANCER  DEATHS 

There  were  31  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  seven  more 
than  in  1966. 


Stomach  

Males 

3 

Females 

3 

Total 

6 

Lungs  and  Bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

Breast  

- 

4 

4 

Uterus  

- 

2 

2 

Other  

5 

10 

15 

11 

20 

31 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 


Year 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 


Males  Females 

2 
2 

3 2 

2 
3 


2 

4 
3 

5 

5 

6 
7 
5 
3 
3 


1 


1 

1 


Total 

2 

2 

5 

2 

3 
1 
2 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 
7 
6 

3 

4 


The  total  number  of  Cancer  deaths,  and  the  percentage  of 
Cancer  Deaths  to  Total  Deaths  since  1950  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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Percentage  of 


Year 

Total  No. 

Cancer  Deaths 

Cancer  Deaths 

of  Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

to  Total  Deaths 

1950 

152 

1 

21 

28 

18.4% 

1951 

187 

12 

11 

23 

12.3% 

1952 

143 

15 

14 

29 

20.3% 

1953 

152 

14 

10 

24 

15.8% 

1954 

148 

11 

19 

30 

20.3% 

1955 

140 

9 

9 

18 

12.8% 

1956 

168 

15 

13 

28 

16.7% 

1957 

139 

8 

11 

19 

13.7% 

1958 

138 

15 

11 

26 

18.8% 

1959 

157 

12 

10 

22 

14.0% 

1960 

156 

12 

15 

27 

17.3% 

1961 

168 

15 

10 

25 

14.9% 

1962 

138 

18 

11 

29 

21.0% 

1963 

163 

11 

15 

26 

15.9% 

1964 

168 

21 

13 

34 

20.2% 

1965 

169 

18 

18 

36 

21.3% 

1966 

157 

15 

9 

24 

15.3% 

1967 

177 

11 

20 

31 

17.5% 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  during  1967,  arranged  in  age  groups  : — 


! 

Tuberculosis 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Puerperal 

AGE  GROUPS 

Fever 

Measles 

Cough 

Pyrexia 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm. 

Under  1 year 



2 

— 

— 

— 



1+  

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24-  

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34-  

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4-f  

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—9  

3 

29 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10—14 

15—19 

20—34 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 







1 

z 

1 

35—44 

45—64 

65  and  over  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 













Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

3 

75 

2 

1 

> 

2 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  reported. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  SINCE  1950 

Death  Rate 


No.  of  Cases 

Case  Rate  per 

No.  of 

per  1,000 

Year 

of  Pulm.  T.B. 

1 ,000  Population 

Deaths 

Population 

1950 

7 

0.68 

6 

0.58 

1951 

12 

1.17 

2 

0.20 

1952 

9 

0.88 

0 

Nil 

1953 

10 

0.98 

3 

0.29 

1954 

8 

0.78 

0 

Nil 

1955 

5 

0.49 

1 

0.10 

1956 

5 

0.49 

1 

0.10 

1957 

1 

0.10 

0 

Nil 

1958 

6 

0.58 

1 

0.10 

1959 

5 

0.48 

1 

0.10 

1960 

7 

0.67 

1 

0.10 

1961 

4 

0.38 

0 

Nil 

1962 

3 

0.28 

0 

Nil 

1963 

1 

0.09 

0 

Nil 

1964 

1 

0.09 

1 

0.09 

1965 

2 

0.18 

0 

Nil 

1966 

2 

0.18 

2 

0.18 

1967 

1 

0.09 

0 

Nil 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Borough 
Register  on  the  1st  January  and  31st  December  : 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

TOTAL 

1967 

M.  F.  Total 

M.  F.  Total 

1st  January 

29  24  53 

4 5 9 

62 

31st  December 

29  25  54 

4 7 11 

65 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  now  visits  the  Borough  every  fortnight 
on  alternate  Thursdays  between  the  hours  of  1.30  and  3 p.m.  It  is  situated 
at  the  Council’s  Car  Park,  Kingsley  Road,  and  its  services  are  available 
to  the  general  public  (except  children  under  1 5 years  of  age  and  expectant 
mothers),  and  is  also  available  for  cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners 
in  the  area. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  47,  and 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951 

This  Section  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  elderly  persons 
from  their  own  homes,  who  are  aged  and  infirm  and  living  in  insanitary 
conditions  and  who  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves  and  are  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention  from  others.  Such  persons  are  removed  to  a 
County  Welfare  Home.  They  can  be  admitted  voluntarily  if  they  so  desire. 

No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  this  Section  during  the  year. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Protective  immunization  and  vaccination  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Smallpox,  and  Poliomyelitis  are  undertaken 
by  the  General  Practitioners,  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  and  School 
Clinics.  There  are  two  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  one  at  Coronation  Road 
(Thursday  afternoons)  and  the  other  at  the  Church  Institute  (Tuesday 
afternoons). 


‘ MEALS  ON  WHEELS  ’ 

This  service  is  run  by  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Services.  The 
meals  are  prepared  at  the  Rugby  Club  Kitchen  and  approximately  eighty 
meals  a week  are  delivered  to  the  elderly. 


ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  is  an  Infectious  Disease  unit  at  the  Kingsley  Hospital,  Bideford, 
which  serves  the  Borough  as  well  as  other  Local  Authorities  in  North 
Devon. 


SMALLPOX 

The  present  arrangements  are  that  LISKEARD  Smallpox  Hospital 
will  be  the  “ first  line  ” reception  hospital  for  any  Smallpox  cases  in 
Devon  and  Cornwall,  with  LEE  MILL  Hospital  as  “ second  line  ” 
hospital. 

The  Plymouth  Ambulance  now  provides  transport  for  Smallpox 
cases  in  Devon  or  Cornwall.  The  telephone  number  is  Plymouth 
(OPL.2)64101. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic  : This  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary, 
Barnstaple,  Glossop  Annexe  : — 


Sessions 


Males  Mondays  5.15  p.m. 
Thursdays  5.45  p.m. 


Females  Mondays 
Thursdays 
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4.00  p.m. 
4.30  p.m. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

There  are  two  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  at  Bideford.  They  are  held  on 
the  following  days  : — 

Coronation  Road  Clinic 

Every  Thursday  afternoon  2-4  p.m. 

Church  Institute 

Every  Tuesday  afternoon  2-4  p.m. 


Coronation  Road  Clinic 

Dental  Chnics  : 

Eye  Clinic  : 

Family  Planning  Clinic  : 
Hearing  Clinic  : 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic  : 
Chiropody  Chnic  : 


Cytology  Clinic  : 


every  Tuesday  morning, 
every  Wednesday  by  appointment, 
every  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  evening, 
on  the  1st  Tuesday  morning  each  month, 
held  alternate  Fridays. 

1st  Monday  in  the  month  all  day 
on  the  2nd  Monday  morning  each  month 
3rd  Tuesday  in  the  month  all  day 
2nd  Thursday  in  the  month  all  day 
every  Friday  with  the  exception  of  1st 
Friday  in  the  month. 

approximately  one  a month  by  appoint- 
ment. 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Bideford  Borough 
Council 

Your  Worship,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  area. 

Once  again  looking  back  in  earlier  annual  reports  one  reads  : “ The 
town  of  Bideford  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  tidal  River  Torridge, 
slopes  upwards  to  a considerable  height,  the  river  dividing  the  town  into 
Western  and  Eastern  portions.  Bideford  is  largely  residential.  The  sub-soil 
on  which  the  town  is  built  consists  mostly  of  “ shale.”  The  collar  and  glove 
factories  provide  employment  for  a number  of  the  female  portion  of  the 
community.”  Chief  industries  in  addition  to  these  two  were  listed  as  being 
a box  factory,  workshops  for  the  manufacture  of  clothing,  etc.,  carriage 
building,  motor  works  and  shipbuilding,  and  to  some  extent  agriculture 
and  shipping  trade. 

Although  the  character  of  the  town  itself  has  changed  but  little 
since  those  words  were  written,  changes  have  taken  place  in  its  industrial 
life.  The  collar  industry  has  gone  but  “ gloving  ” and  the  manufacture 
of  clothing  continues  to  provide  employment,  mainly  for  the  female 
population  ; shipbuilding  and  the  shipping  trade  has  diminished.  The 
need  to  provide  employment  for  male  members  of  the  community,  and 
especially  to  retain  in  the  area  those  who  otherwise  would  have  to  move 
further  afield  to  seek  employment,  has  given  rise,  in  recent  years,  to  much 
thought  and  the  exercise  of  a great  deal  of  energy  in  attracting  to  the  area 
new  industries.  Light  engineering,  toy  works,  laminated  wood  construc- 
tions have  been  introduced  into  the  town  and  other  local  factories  have 
been  encouraged  and  helped  to  expand.  Where  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  introduce  key  workers  to  operate  modern  plant  in  bright  airy  premises 
and  to  train  local  personnel,  the  Council  have  made  available  suitable 
housing  accommodation. 

One  large  and  important  industry  was  lost  to  the  district  on  17th 
September,  1967,  when  the  North  Devon  Meat  Limited  moved  their 
slaughtering  business  from  the  Abattoir  in  Meddon  Street  to  a new  large 
factory  abattoir  in  Torrington.  This  move  was,  of  course,  no  surprise 
since  the  need  for  larger  premises  had  been  appreciated  for  some  time. 
Meat  inspection  was  carried  out  under  increasing  difficulties  up  until 
17th  September,  1967,  the  date  of  removal.  To  facilitate  as  far  as  possible 
the  carrying  out  of  this  duty,  the  employment  of  local  veterinary  prac- 
titioners and  veterinary  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  continued  until  Torrington  Borough  Council  considered  the 
appointment  of  meat  inspectors  to  their  staff.  One  of  their  officers  took  up 
duties  on  loan  to  this  Authority  on  1st  April,  1967,  and  a second  officer 
in  June,  1967. 
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Progress  in  other  spheres  of  work  of  the  department  showed  a 
marked  increase  in  activity,  especially  in  the  field  of  the  Offices,  Shops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

HOUSING 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  delay  was  encountered  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  proposals  for  the  building  of  a second  batch  of  fifty 
houses  on  the  Barton  Estate,  East-the-Water.  Site  works  for  the  scheme 
were  completed  and  a tender  for  the  construction  of  the  houses  had  been 
submitted  for  Ministry  approval  before  the  year  ended. 

A comment  on  housing  which  I have  previously  made  and  make  no 
excuse  for  repeating  concerns  housing  for  the  more  elderly  members  of 
the  community. 

At  the  1961  census  some  1100  persons  representing  approximately 
10.5  per  cent  of  the  population  were  seventy  years  and  over  in  age. 
On  the  same  basis  calculated  on  the  previous  year’s  estimated  mid-year 
figure  of  10,830  the  figure  should  have  increased  to  approximately  1137. 

It  is  true  that  the  Council  have  provided  twenty-seven  flats,  ten 
bed-sitters,  ten  bungalows  and  seven  small  houses  for  the  express  purpose 
of  alleviating  the  need  in  this  field,  and  a further  twenty  bungalows  are 
planned  on  “ The  Barton,”  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  East-the-Water.  “ At 
the  top  of  the  hill  ” — there  lies  the  crux  of  the  problem.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  was  a total  of  thirty-two  applications  from  people  over  pen- 
sionable age.  For  a certainty,  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  letting  these 
bungalows,  but,  there  is  always  a certain  proportion  of  elderly  people, 
which  at  the  present  time  represents  30  per  cent  of  the  total,  who  for 
medical  causes  or  by  reason  of  physical  infirmity  require  to  be  housed  on 
the  level  near  to  the  shops. 

I am  only  too  aware  of  my  own  inability  to  suggest  where  a suitable 
site  with  the  necessary  attributes  is  to  be  found  but  the  problem  must 
always  be  kept  in  mind. 

With  one  exception,  all  families  from  the  Honestone  Street/Providence 
Row  Clearance  Area  had  been  re-housed  and  the  re-housing  of  residents 
in  the  Bridge  Street/Union  Street  Area  was  commenced. 

On  8th  August,  1967,  a Local  Public  Inquiry  into  the  Compulsory 
Purchase  of  this  latter  area  was  held  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the 
Ministry  decision  was  awaited. 

No  dwelling  was  demolished  during  the  year. 


Improvement  Grants 

Work  under  this  heading  is  summarized  as  follows  : — 
Discretionary  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  8 

Number  of  applications  approved  ....  4 

Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with  3 

Number  of  applications  not  finalised  by 

end  of  year  1 

Estimated  value  of  work  approved  ....  £3,757  18s.  7d. 
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Standard  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  

Number  of  applications  approved 

Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with 
Estimated  maximum  value  of  work 

approved  


15 

8 

7 

£2,475  11s.  6d. 


RENT  ACT  1957 

No  action  under  this  Act  was  taken  during  the  year. 


HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  in  connection  with  this  type  of 
property  during  the  year. 


HOUSES  COMPLETED  AND  OCCUPIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


WERE  : 

{a)  By  the  Borough  Council  Nil 

{b)  By  private  enterprise  89 

Total  89 

Applicants  on  housing  hst  at  end  of  1966  53 

Applicants  added  to  list  during  1967  109 

Total  162 

Applicants  housed  by  transfers  and  new  tenancies  46 
Applicants  removed  from  the  list  having  obtained 

private  accommodation  or  left  the  district  ....  29 

75 

Number  of  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  year  ....  87 


Continuing  the  Council’s  policy  for  making  available  housing 
accommodation  to  help  newly  established  industries  in  the  town,  two 
key  workers  were  housed,  this  number  being  included  in  the  above 
number  of  applicants  housed  by  transfers  and  new  tenancies. 
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DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Dwellings  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  280 

Revisits  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  283 

Miscellaneous  under  Public  Health  Acts  35 

Dwellings  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  81 

Revisits  made  under  Housing  Acts  36 

Miscellaneous  under  Housing  Acts 20 

Overcrowding  2 

Housing  Acts  (Discretionary  Grants)  25 

Housing  Acts  (Discretionary  Grants) — Revisits  16 

Housing  Acts  (Standard  Grants)  31 

Housing  Acts  (Standard  Grants) — Revisits 8 

Council  Houses  (including  investigation  of  Council  House  applications)  ....  140 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act  2 

Meat  Inspections  77 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  103 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises — Revisits 16 

Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  5 

Pannier  Market  -.  1 

Water  Samples  (Bacteriological)  9 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  70 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 — Revisits  21 

Factories  Act  3 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  3 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 — Revisits  1 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957  1 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963  2 

Petroleum  27 

Petroleum — Revisits  20 

Insect  Pests  2 

Verminous  Premises  1 

Drainage  1 

Drainage — Revisits  1 

Rodent  Control  7 

Rodent  Control — Revisits  3 

Mortuary  2 

Dustbins  1 

Miscellaneous  4 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  73 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  completed  66 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  10 

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  9 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  29 

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Act,  1963  10 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  completed  2 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(/)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

11 







(«)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

80 

3 

3 



(Hi)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

15 

Total 

106 

3 

3 

— 
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Part  Vm  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

1 

Section  134 

Nature  of 
Work 

1 

j 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
Premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 

Apparel — j 

Making,  Etc. 

63 











Fur  Pulling 

1 " 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather 

Sorting 

i 

5 

i 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

i 1 

! 

1 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

I 

84 

1 

j 

— 

— 

— 
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RAINFALL 


The  Borough  Surveyor  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  of 
the  rainfall  recorded  at  King  George  V Field  and  those  for  Jennetts  and 
Gammaton  Reservoirs  were  provided  by  the  Engineer  to  the  North 


Devon  Water  Board. 

King  George  V 

Field 

Jennetts 

Gammaton 

January  

2.57 

2.76 

2.72 

February 

5.06 

5.30 

5.72 

March  

2.36 

2.11 

2.33 

April  

1.15 

1.37 

1.41 

May  

4.60 

4.92 

4.60 

June  ....  * 

0.41 

0.54 

0.70 

July  

1.43 

2.04 

2.13 

August  

2.66 

2.57 

3.19 

September  

4.78 

5.23 

5.16 

October 

9.01 

9.16 

9.46 

November  

3.15 

3.14 

3.44 

December  

3.72 

3.81 

3.76 

40.90 

42.95 

44.62 

Inches 

Inches 

Inches 

Public  Supplies 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  North  Devon  Water  Board  continued  to  provide  the  district 
with  a supply  of  drinking  water  which  was  satisfactory  in  quahty  and 
quantity  and  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

As  the  fluoride  content  of  North  Devon  waters  is  only  an  insignificant 
trace  and  is  not  likely  to  vary  much,  samples  for  examination  for  deter- 
mining fluoride  are  not  being  taken  regularly.  Jennetts  Waterworks 
supplies  the  whole  of  the  West  side  of  the  river  and  the  quantity  involved 
during  the  year  amounted  to  about  450,000  gallons  per  day  ; a further 
150,000  gallons  per  day  was  pumped  from  this  source  to  Buckleigh 
Reservoir  for  the  benefit  of  Northam.  Lime  treatment  has  been  established 
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at  this  Works  and  a steady  pH  of  8 is  being  maintained.  This  has  had  the 
effect  of  improving  the  clarity  of  the  supply  and  will  undoubtedly  reduce 
the  amount  of  corrosion  which  has  in  the  past  taken  place  in  water  mains 
and  services. 

East  of  the  water  is,  during  the  winter,  mainly  supplied  with  Exmoor 
and  Dartmoor  water  via  the  service  reservoir  at  Huntshaw  Cross, 
Gammaton  Reservoir  being  held  in  reserve  for  the  summer  demand, 
when  water  from  other  sources  may  not  be  available. 

Thirty  samples  of  treated  water  from  the  Jennetts  supply,  which 
included  two  taken  after  storage  in  a private  storage  reservoir,  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  but  one  of  these  were 
Class  I. 

Thirty-four  samples  of  treated  water  from  Gammaton  supply 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  but  two  of  these 
were  Class  I. 

Remedial  action  was  taken  following  adverse  reports  on  the  three 
samples  above  mentioned. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Board  for  the  foregoing 
information. 

Private  Supplies 

Five  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  a shallow  well  serving  two 
houses  which  were  empty  but  subject  to  proposals  for  improvement 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  One  sample  was  void 
due  to  delay  in  arriving  at  the  laboratory  and  reports  on  three  of  the 
remaining  four  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  a shallow  well  serving  a 
bungalow  near  to  the  above  mentioned  houses  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Two  samples  were  void  due  to  delay  in 
arriving  at  the  laboratory  and  reports  on  three  of  the  remaining  four 
samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  occupier  of  the  bungalow,  who  was  the  owner  of  the  three 
properties,  was  advised  on  steps  to  be  taken  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  water  and  warned,  in  the  meantime,  to  boil  all  drinking  water 
from  these  wells  before  use. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  engaged  a specialist  firm  to 
investigate  the  hydrographical  effects  of  a sea  outfall.  The  report  of  these 
findings  is  still  awaited. 


Sewerage 

East-the-Water  Stage  III  scheme  and  the  Chanters  Lane  area  scheme 
are  still  in  course  of  preparation. 
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Flood  Relief  Scheme 

The  Devon  River  Authority  have  been  requested  to  prepare  the 
Contract  documents  for  the  approved  relief  scheme.  The  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  have  intimated  that  the  actual  approval 
may  be  delayed  as  the  possibility  of  compulsory  purchase  of  the  land 
has  now  arisen. 

Drainage 

A considerable  amount  of  inspectorial  time  during  the  year  was  taken 
up  with  the  investigation  of  problems  connected  with  old  drainage 
systems.  Much  of  the  difficulty  encountered  resulted  from  the  entire 
absence  in  some  cases  and  the  inadequacy  in  others  of  access  points  or 
inspection  chambers  on  the  line  of  pipes.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  town 
a contributory  cause  of  some  of  the  trouble  was  blockage  of  pipes  by 
deposits  left  behind  after  surcharge  of  sewers  during  periods  of  high  tides 
and  heavy  rainfall.  In  other  cases,  as  may  be  expected  in  old  drainage 
systems,  broken  or  collapsed  pipes  were  discovered. 

Where  the  clearance  of  pipes  only  was  found  necessary  the  work 
entailed  was  undertaken  by  Council  workmen,  usually  without  a charge 
being  made. 

With  an  ever  increasing  volume  of  sewage  entering  old  sewers 
which  have  for  some  time  been  overloaded  drainage  troubles  must  be 
expected  and  lasting  improvements  secured  only  with  the  completion  of 
the  new  sewerage  system  and  sewer  outfall. 


INSECT  PESTS 

Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  from  infestations  during  the  year. 
Help  and  advice  was  given  to  occupiers  of  four  premises. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Members  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  outdoor  staff  who  have  received 
training  in  this  work  continued  to  give  help  by  investigating  complaints 
and  treating  infested  premises. 

It  is  not  thought  that  rats  and  mice  create  much  of  a problem  in  the 
town  but  it  is  a matter  for  concern  that  the  testing  and  treatment  of 
sewers  was  again  neglected.  This  work,  which  normally  arises  twice  a 
year  as  a routine  measure,  requires  on  each  occasion  a short  period  of 
prolonged  working  which  has  become  more  and  more  difficult  to  fit  in. 
It  may  become  necessary  to  make  some  other  arrangement  for  carrying 
out  the  work  of  rodent  control  generally. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


The  number  of  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops  issued  during  the  year 
was  one. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 

No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  under  the  above- 
mentioned  Act. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  functions  of  the  Devon  County  Council  with  regard  to  licensing 
of  waste  food  boiling  plants  for  animal  feeding  have  been  delegated  to  this 
Council. 

The  importance  of  adequate  boiling  of  the  food  before  feeding  to 
animals  or  fowls  cannot  be  over-emphasised  as  it  is  considered  that 
failure  to  do  this  is  responsible  for  some  of  the  outbreaks  of  foot  and 
mouth  disease,  swine  fever  and  fowl  pest. 

There  is  one  licensed  plant  in  this  area. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

This  Act  requires  establishments  used  for  boarding  cats  or  dogs  to 
be  licensed  annually  by  the  local  authority. 

One  such  establishment  was  licensed  by  the  Council. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

No  additions  were  made  to  the  register  of  Scrap  Metal  Dealers 
during  the  year  but,  following  amendments,  the  number  remaining  in 
the  register  was  six. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Premises 

Number  of 
premises  newly 
registered 

Total  No.  of 
Registered 
Premises  at 

No.  of 
Registered 
Premises 
receiving  one 
or  more  gen- 
eral inspections 

during  the  year 

end  of  year 

during  the  year 

Offices  

1 

57 

9 

Retail  Shops 

15 

130 

52 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses....  2 
Catering  Establishments  open  to 

10 

1 

the  public.  Canteens 

1 

12 

5 

Fuel  Storage  Depots.... 

— 

3 

— 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  during  the  year 
was  91. 
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Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 

Number  of  Persons 


Class  of  Premises  Employed 

Offices  385 

Retail  Shops  521 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  106 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  ....  114 

Canteens  — 

Fuel  storage  depots  23 


Total  1149 


Males  519 

Females 630 

Exemptions 


No  applications  for  exemption  regarding  space,  temperature, 
sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  have  been  received. 

Accidents 

The  Act  requires  that  the  enforcing  authority  be  notified  forthwith 
of  any  accident  occurring  on  the  premises  which 

{a)  causes  the  death  of  a person  employed  to  work  on  the  premises 
or 

{b)  disables  any  such  person  for  more  than  three  days. 

During  1967  four  accidents  were  notified.  In  one  of  these  a fractured 
wrist  resulted  when  the  employee  concerned  slipped  on  a shop  floor 
and  in  another  a butchery  assistant  punctured  his  thigh  when  his  knife 
slipped  whilst  engaged  on  boning  out  some  meat. 

The  remaining  two  accidents  caused  very  minor  injury. 

Following  advice  given  by  this  department,  in  the  case  of  the  butchery 
assistant,  the  employer  provided  thick  protective  aprons  for  the  use  of  his 
staff. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  the  other  three  accidents. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

It  would  seem  that  this  is  likely  to  be  the  last  occasion  on  which  I 
will  be  reporting  upon  the  inspection  of  meat  at  Bideford  Abattoir.  As 
reported  elsewhere,  the  North  Devon  Meat  Limited  transferred  to  their 
newly  constructed  Abattoir  at  Torrington  on  17th  September,  1967, 
some  three  months  later  than  originally  planned.  The  delay,  it  will  be 
remembered  resulted  from  an  outbreak  of  fire  at  the  new  premises. 

The  continued  growth  of  this  slaughtering  concern  was  indicated 
by  the  extent  of  throughput  for  the  period  of  slightly  more  than  eight 
months  before  their  departure.  A total  of  74,290  animals  were  slaughtered 
and  of  these  49  Bullocks,  26  Calves,  153  Sheep  and  20  Pigs  were  sent  to 
the  Abattoir  for  emergency  slaughter. 
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The  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  (the  embryo  form  of  tapeworm 
infesting  man)  was  found  to  be  0. 1 per  cent  of  all  cattle  inspected. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infestation  detected  in 
animals  slaughtered  in  this  area  since  1952. 


Year 

Throughput 
of  Cattle 

Carcases  affected  with 

C.  Bovis 

% of  throughput 
inspected 

affected  with  C.  Bovis 

1952 

1655 

81 

{part  year) 

4.89 

1953 

1886 

96 

5.09 

1954 

2270 

89 

3.90 

1955 

2677 

66  (+  1 Generalised) 

2.47 

1956 

3118 

94  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.01 

1957 

3466 

117  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.37 

1958 

3201 

105  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.28 

1959 

3219 

no 

3.42 

1960 

3970 

180 

4.53 

1961 

4835 

151 

3.12 

1962 

4781 

123  (+  1 Generalised) 

2.59 

1963 

4896 

72 

1.47 

1964 

5525 

47 

0.85 

1965 

7813 

33 

0.42 

1966 

11208 

11 

0.10 

1967 

9719 

11 

0.11 

STUNNING.  In  compliance  with  statutory  requirements,  all 
animals  that  are  killed  in  the  slaughterhouse  are  rendered  insensible  to 
pain  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated  instrument,  and  20  licences 
to  slaughter  animals  other  than  horses  were  issued  to  slaughtermen. 

The  following  Tables  give  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out : — 

Table  A.  Gives  details  of  the  animals  killed  and  inspected  and  details 
of  condemnations  showing  percentages  of  the  carcases  alfected, 
differentiating  between 

1 —  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

2 —  Tuberculosis  only. 

3 —  Cysticercosis. 

Table  B.  Shows  the  amount  of  “ Other  Foodstuffs  ” condemned  and 
reasons  for  condemnation. 
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TABLE  A 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  .... 

9513 

206 

161 

51378 

13032 

— 

Dressed  Carcases.... 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

9513 

206 

161 

51384 

13032 

— 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned  

3 

11 

28 

184 

24 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

6141 

117 

4 

3665 

2599 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysti- 
cerci   

64.58 

62.14 

19.88 

7.49 

20.13 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   











_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 









202 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.55 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned 

11 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re- 
frigeration 

11 

— 









Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  num- 
bers inspected 
affected  with 
Cystic-Bo  vis  .... 

0.12 
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TABLE  B 
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In  additon  to  the  above  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  following  failure  of  refrigeration  plant  :■ 

6 two  gallon  containers  of  ice  cream. 

24  blocks  of  ice  cream. 

244  ice  lollies. 

7 cartons  of  orange  juice. 


(a)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  this  area,  by  type  of  business  is  : — 


Bakehouses 

..  2 

Butchers  Shops 

..  16 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  including  Fish  Saloons 

and 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

..  26 

Confectioners  

..  22 

Fishmongers  . . . . 

..  3 

Greengrocers 

. . 21 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  . . 

. . 51 

Market 

..  1 

(b)  10  Premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture 
preserved  foods ; 

or  storage 

55  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

being  a wholesale  store  supplying  other  retailers. 

In  addition  there  is  one  registered  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  using  the 
cold  mix  method  of  manufacture. 

(c)  Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

(/)  tinned  foods  and  small  quantities  of  provisions  are  taken  by  the 
Council’s  cleansing  department  and  buried  at  the  bottom  of  the  refuse  tip  ; 

(//)  condemned  meat  from  butchers  shops  is  taken  to  the  slaughter- 
house where  it  is  collected  together  with  condemnations  from  the 
Slaughterhouse  by  a firm  who  has  given  an  undertaking  to  the  Council 
that  the  material  taken  will  be  reduced  to  fats  or  converted  to  fertilizers. 

(d)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

80  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises,  vans  and  stalls. 
Improvements  were  secured  where  necessary,  especially  in  connection 
with  delivery  vehicles  where  a big  start  was  made  in  securing  the  provision 
of  washhand  basins  and  hot  water. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Sixteen  purveyors  of  milk  are  registered  as  distributors,  one  of  these 
being  a large  concern  which  is  licensed  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
as  a pasteurising  establishment.  This  establishment,  in  addition  to  selling 
by  retail,  supplies  by  wholesale  all  but  two  of  the  remaining  distributors. 

There  are  four  premises  registered  as  a dairy. 


PETROLEUM  LICENCES 

The  number  of  licences  issued  for  the  year  was  reduced  by  three  to 
thirty-seven.  A further  reduction  in  total  gallonage  has  resulted  from 
reduced  storage  in  the  remaining  licensed  premises.  These  reductions 
have  arisen  following  the  detection  by  test  of  a number  of  leaky  tanks. 
Measures  were  taken  to  havet  hese  defective  tanks  de-gassed  and  filled 
with  sand  or  weak  concrete. 

Total  quantities  stored  were  59,005  gallons  of  petroleum  spirit  and 
2,115  gallons  6 pints  of  petroleum  mixtures.  The  amount  of  fees  paid  to 
the  Council  in  respect  of  the  above  licences  was  £29  15s.  Od. 


In  concluding  I wish  to  thank  all  members  and  officials  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  the  staff  in  my  office  for  their  help  and  consideration. 

I am, 

Your  Worship,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  T.  NETTING. 
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